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Major-General Baird than even Lord Mornington
had done in thus warmly recording all his good
deeds. He cancelled his letters written when a
rash humour triumphed over his better nature.
He reported nothing to Lord Mornington, or to
the Coinmander-in-Chief in England,, of his in-
temperate and insubordinate letters. General
Baird owed a large debt of gratitude to the for-
bearance and silence of his superior officer.
Hence the Marquis Wellesley appointed him to
command the expedition against Mauritius and
Batavia, which afterwards went to Egypt, most
reluctantly superseding his illustrious brother,
Colonel Wellesley; and hence the Duke of York
subsequently sanctioned his command of the
forces by which the Cape of Good Hope was
taken.

Those who may have read Mr. Hook's de-
scription of the manner in which Lord Wellesley
first received General Baird's claim to command
the expedition to Mauritius and Batavia^ in pre-
ference to Colonel Wellesley, will have no difficulty
in determining what would have been the choice of
the noble Marquis, if he had then had before him,
with suitable comments., the correspondence of
General Baird with his late Commancler-in-Clrief
at Seringapatamj which Mr. Hook has thought
fit to publish. Military men., more conversant
with such matters than I am,, and better ac-
quainted with the lofty feelings of the Duke of